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When judges are forced into retirement,
Long Island law firms have no objection
to adding them to their teams
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They sny an attorney whoe dons the
judge's robes never looks at things the
same way agnin, which is often the reason
law firms and their clients find big benefit
in the urique perspective o former judge
cam bring to their team.

And a8 long as MNew York mandates pe-

tirement for Bupreme Court justices at age
16 and other judges at 70 (bat see the side-

bar on 35A4), law firms will enjoy a steady
supply of senjor talent to add to the ranks,

At the end of 2012, John Kase had to
step down from his post ns supervising
Juwdge of Massan 'Fl.r!.l:l!}".-: erimanal court,
baving turped 70 during the year. After
exght years on the bench, he went back to
Kase & Druker, the Garden City law firm
be co-founded in 1978 and where his
daughter, Elizabath Kase, is a partner,

“Ina addition to his eight years on the
bench and many years of private practice,
hie was also a prosecutor,” the younger
Kase sabl. “Having this trifecta of experi-
ences makes him the most well-rounded
p|:|._l.'|.'z' in the room,”

MICHAEL SAHN (right) said former judge EDWARD McCABE ks a mentor to him and other stiormeys at his firm,

libn.com i MARCH 8«14, 2012 | LONG ISLAND BUSTN]

S5 WEWS 30A

When elients come in with o problem,
“my Eather is able to quickly give them the
dingriosis - there is vo mystery in his mind
of baw the whole thing will unfold ®

Judge Kase, who focuses his practies an
criminal defense, brings to the firm *a
knowlbedige of trinl procedure that many
practitiomers lack,” his daughter said. This
comes from wilnessing interactions ho-
tween the prosecution and defense and
confinually being in the court reom, she
i,

“Hs o practitioner, if vou have three
irials a year, that's a nice amount,” she
added, noting that most cases are settled
hafare l|"||.':.' et o trml

Anthony Falanga, then T8, was foroed
to retire from his post as supervising judpe
for the Massau County Suprome Court's
matrimonial division at the end of 2011, In
all, he spent 17 years on the bench, includ-
g 12 in the matrimonial part, before
heading back to private practice.

“I toak Mew Yenr's Doy and the mex
day off and started warking Jan. 3 = 1 did-
n't miss a beat,” Falanga said. Unlike
Kase, Falangn had no prior affiliation with
the firm b joined, He is & partner in the
matrimonial and family law practice group
at Jaspan Schlesinger in Garden City.

“When MY El:rlh:uum-:: Ere mu'-c'.-r."
maotkns or preparing for trinl, they ask
mit what [ would do as judge in o certain
situntion,” he said, “Tt doesn’t mean it will
happen that way, but at least they get the
skinny on what [ would have done.”

Edward McCabe, then 76, stepped
dewn from the bench in 2009 after wearing
judge's robes for 23 years. His temure in
cluded six years as chief administrative
judge of Massau County courts. He took a
sangie day off before rolling up his sleeves
ns specanl counsel abt Sahn Ward Coschig.
nano & Baker, a general practice law firm
in Unicndale.

WHEN MY COLLEAGUES
ARE PREPARING FOR TRIAL,
THEY ASK ME WHAT
WOULD DO AS JUDGE

Il A CERTAIN SITUATION

Many firme were interested in bringing
MeCnbe aboard, bat he had o special con-
nection to Sahn Ward and. in particular,
one of 1ts pariners, When McCabe was
warking as the town attorney for Marih
I‘I'I:"II'II‘.IE-'I.II.'HG. b hired Muchael Sahn ouwt of
law school to serve as nesistant town atlor
ney. Eventually, Sahn went into private
proctice and MeCabe became o judge, but
their careers remained intertwined

“From day one, Judge MceCabe has been
my mentor, Sahn said. *He gave me the
framework for our law firm, and when it
was timi for him o retire, 1 asked him to
consider jolning our firm, He has been a
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Judges: Bringing unique perspective and referrals

From 214

county and town allofrmey, A sUpreEme
court judge and an administrative judge -
what law firm would not want all that ex-
perience’

Me{abe continues (o serve as 8 mentor,
nat only to Sahn

“We have a lot of young lnwyers here,
and there i not a question that comes wp
that the judge has not encountered,” Sahn
snid. “He always has a solution for us.”

For instance, for a recent Zoning issue,
the judpe was able to come wp wath o plan
that would solve the client’s problem whibe
also benefiting the municipality.

Sahn ndded that the firm benefits from
the good relationships the judge has devel-
oped with legal and public officials aver
ihe yeara.

When to hang
up the robes

Should judges get kicked off the
) [ T8 = gr, in the

proposed censiiwivonal amemdment that
wrould allow jedges 16 remain en the
bench ustil they turn 30. Similar legicla
tiom is pendimg in 1he sisle Senate. H the
Semale passes it the amendment would
oo balare Mew York's volers next year
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver
aaid the age limal k5 ouldated, forcing
judges to retire prematurely and wasling
a waalth of knowledge and sxperience
Thene's carrently & push on raising
the age, as the chief judge of the stae
Cowrl of Appeals, Janathan Lippman, is
hamzell neanng 1, said Jokn Kase,. who
served as superviging judge of Nasiay
County’s crimimal coer before being
forced to retloe lasi year i age 10
wanll wrn B8 1has year,
grees that the law is
antiguated
Putting an age limit of 70 on judges
wWhom o
. Be sand. "Bl with ghe
cal scinmce, it mo
langir ma
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“When we're dealing with lawyers on
the other side of & case that know the
judge, they give us a degree of respect in
what we're proposing,” e said.

dudge Kase, tos, moted the advantage of
unigue relationships,

T pot 1o know the other judges in a dif-
ferent context than other attorneys are
able to,” he said. “1ts like inside baseball, [
have an understanding of other judges
that helps with analysis of what argu.
ments to prisent UG them and how to pres.
ent them.”

Ease alss knows what mot o do, For in-
stamee, it's never good for an atiormey to ar
rive late to court without having called i

“It won't affect yvour chent dlnrﬂ:.' i
judge will take it oot an your elient = bt it
doesn't help,” he said.

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

In law, as in life, favorable ocutcomes are

FiLIiIJIlﬂ_’..I. ala widvises his colleagues abowt
the importance of brevity when preparing
moticas aml eppositions to motions.

"l express to asscciates, you can't write
a B-page affidavit with repetitive infar-
mation,” he said, “The courts are very
busy; they just want the faets™

The relationships judges have built up
over the years — and the unigue perspec-
tiwe they bring to their firm — lead to new
client referrals, which is obviously part of
the reason former judges don't lack for
poat-bench opportunities,

The down side? Geotting used 1o the loss
of trappings and power that come with
gervice on the bench,

“Tt has been a wakeuap eall that I'm mot
i eontral ull.:.'ml.ul:." Fa]auu.'a gaid. "1 ROk
used to saying. This is how things will get

often the result of good decisions.
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dome,”

MeCabe, whose administrative judge
duties imcluded oversssing 1,000 l.~n1.|:-||.'-j.'-
s, concurred.

“The first thing [ had to learn was how
ta deal with my own phone,” he said. “As a
judge, it was ‘Get me g0 and 80" 1 also had
my own chambers with wooden walls, and
my courtroom. Here, there's more of an
economic factor: We're paying by the
square foot.”

Mo surprise, then, that Kase and
Falanga and MeCabe would still be presid-
ing if they eoulbd.

“Ewvery state judge would like to be
nominated for life,” MeCabe said,
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